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The British Army's Special Air Service is one of the world's premier special operations units. During

the Gulf War, deep behind Iraqi lines, an SAS team was compromised. A fierce firefight ensued, and

the eight men were forced to run for their lives. Only one, Chris Ryan, escaped capture or death,

and he did it by walking nearly 180 miles through the desert for seven days and eight nights. This

story features extraordinary courage under fire, narrow escapes, a battle against the most adverse

physical conditions, and, above all, of one man's courageous refusal to lie down and die.
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This is a great tale of evasion and escape in a hostile environment when the real God of

War(Murphy, not Mars or Sun Tzu!)catches up to this SAS team. It tells the rest of the "Bravo Two

Zero" story and fills in the details after the unit inadvertently split-up. Ryan's trek out of Iraq to Syria

in the worst weather, over difficult terrain and with enemies all around, is a true epic and a

testament to the courage and fortitude of the SAS, and to Chris Ryan in particular. That being said,

this book is a textbook of how NOT to plan and execute a strategic reconnaisance/sabotage

mission! The mission was thrown together with poor intell, poorly planned and thought out, and even



more poorly supported(no pistols, inadequate maps/photos, not enough ammo!) Prior to insertion,

Ryan notes that they left their tentage and warm clothing behind because, well, Iraq is a desert, and

of course, deserts are hot! Don't these guys know what the temperature does at night, in the winter,

in the desert? Even Ryan acknowledges that leaving their vehicles was a mistake(they were the

only team to elect to walk in from their insertion point, carrying 265 lbs of gear each!) Of all the

British SAS and American Special Forces teams inserted into Iraq, the ones on foot were in the

greatest peril once they were discovered. And these guys had planned to sabotage a fiber optic link

with explosives--so not only would they be on foot, deep in enemy territory, they were going to

announce their presence to the Iraqis! Nowadays, with the world population continuing to explode,

the ability of a group of commandos to sneak around without discovery becomes more and more

difficult. There are just too many people and dogs!
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